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Furmanath letics
Court of appeal
In

Waugh finds satisfaction, success on Stetson sidelines

learned that Arnold was retiring in mid

March, at the age of 29, Derek Waugh

season and that he would be named interim

became the youngest Division I head

head coach.

basketball coach in America. This is a

"I was a little neNous," Waugh admits.

notable achievement in itself, but it is even
more remarkable given that Waugh had

"I was the you ngest head coach in the

provided every other young, would-be head

country, we had a potentially traumatic
situation with M u rray leaving in the middle

coach with a huge head start.

of the year, and we weren't playing well."

After graduating from Furman in 1993

The Hatters were 4-4 when Waugh

with a degree in political science, Waugh

took over, but they upset Southwest Missouri

had no interest in coaching. He had been

State on the road in his first game as head

an All-Southern Conference performer for

coach. The next month featured an upset

the Paladins and even had an opportunity
to play professionally in Europe, but

of rival Georgia State and a six-game

basketball wasn't an option.

winning streak.
"We let the guys play a little more,

"I didn't give it any consideration , "

Waugh says. "To be honest, I was looking

opened up things offensively and made a

for a new challt:lnge."

few lineup changes," Waugh says. "The
most important thing, though, is that every

So he headed to law school at Wake

body bought into what we were trying to

Forest University and then joined a law firm
in his hometown of Atlanta, Ga., where he

do. We won a few games, got some

handled corporate securities, mergers and

confidence and had a good team by the

acquisitions. His coaching experience was

end of the year."
The Hatters finished with a 1 7- 1 2

limited to overseeing a Little League baseball

record, the most victories for the program

team and working with a seventh-grade
basketball team at Marist School, his alma
mater.

Derek Waugh finished his Furman career
with over 1,400 points and 850 rebounds.

in 1 2 years. They also won their first Trans
America Athletic Tournament game in seven
years before losing in the semifinals. A few

It didn't take long, however, for Waugh
Davidson, Princeton, Georgia Tech, Stetson,

weeks later, Stetson officially removed the

had been enjoyable and challenging, but it

Penn and Furman. He q uickly received a

"interim" part from Waugh's title.

hadn't prepared him for the sort of things

slew of rejection notices, but after two

to realize that he wasn't happy. Law school

All in all, it has been a remarkably

he would be doing in the profession. "I

months he heard from Stetson coach Murray

successful, and perhaps unprecedented,

asked myself if this is what I wanted to do

Arnold.

career change. And it's probably safe to

with the rest of my life," he says. "Or did I
want to try someth ing else?"
Still, the idea of coaching didn't occur

The Deland, Fla., school had a part
time opening that didn't pay much and had
certain restrictions, such as the coach

say that Waugh's law firm could no longer
afford to pay his salary.
Waugh is doing all right in his personal
life, too. He married the former Mary

to him until a colleague at Marist told him

couldn't leave campus and recruit. Waugh

he had a gift for working with young people.

would later learn that Arnold's wife had

U nderhill, a Deland native, on May 5. They

That got him to thinking, especially since

fished his resume out of the trash and told

met on a blind date arranged by U nderhill's

he realized that he was happiest when he

her h usband that she should consider him

sister. Even though Waugh says he

was on the sidelines and working with the

for the job.

kids.

What Stetson offered was a chance.

ordinarily avoided blind dates, he decided
to make an exception when he learned that

Waugh accepted the position in J uly of

Mary spent most of her time in Los Angeles

particularly, college basketball coaching -

1997, making one-fourth of his salary at the

as a model and actress.

might be a suitable profession. "I was young

law firm. He says, "I was happy, and I never

and single, so I thought why not try it for a

doubted that I had made the right decision."

So he decided that coaching - more

l iving," Waugh says before adding with a
laugh, "or at least what passed for a living."
Waugh sent resumes to a select group

And despite his i nexperience, Waugh
impressed Arnold right away. He ran the
team's practices his first year and, two years

of colleges (many of which had recruited

later, was promoted to a full-time assistant.

him out of high school), among them

Then in late December of 2000, Waugh

"I had to admit that it sounded better
than you r standard blind date," he says.
-
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